
Joint Declaration issued at the end of the visit of the Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to India. 


New Delhi, May 16, 1974

1. 
At the invitation of Her Excellency Shrimati Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, His Excellency Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Prime Minister of Bangladesh, visited New Delhi from May 12 to 16, 1974. The Bangladesh Prime Minister was accompanied by Mr. Khandker Mushtaq Ahmed, Minister of Commerce and Foreign Trade. Dr. Kamal Hossain, Foreign Minister and Dr. Nurul Islam Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission and senior officials of the Government of Bangladesh. 

2. 
During his stay in New Delhi the Bangladesh Prime Minister called on the 
President of India, His Excellency, Shri V. V. Gin, and had a very friendly 

exchange of views. 

3. 
The Prime Minister of Bangladesh paid homage to the memories of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and laid wreaths at Rajghat and Shantivana. 
4. 
The two Prime Ministers discussed matters of mutual interest on several occasions during the visit. These discussions were held in an atmosphere of 
utmost cordiality and  friendship and were marked by frankness and mutual trust, reflecting the strong bonds of friendship and understanding between the Governments and the peoples of the two countries. 

5. 
The Bangladesh Minister of Commerce and Foreign Trade held separate talks with the Minister for Commerce of India.

6. 
The Bangladesh Foreign Minister also held talks with the Indian Foreign Minister 
on bilateral relations and on the international situation.

7. 
The Deputy Chairman of the Bangladesh Planning Commission held talks with 
members of Planning Commission of India.

8. 
The opportunity was also availed of to have discussions at the official’s level on 
various aspects of relations between the two countries. 

9. 
Participating in the talks from the Bangladesh side were Mr. Khandker Mushtaq 

Ahmed, Minister for Commerce and Foreign Trade, Dr. Kamal Hossain, Foreign 

Minister, Dr. Nurul Islam, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, Dr. A.R. 

Mallick, Bangladesh High Commissioner in India, Prof. Rahman Sobhan, 

Member, Planning Commission, Mr. B.M. Abbas, Adviser to the Prime Minister, 

Mr. Nurul Islam, Secretary, Foreign Trade Dr. M.A. Sattar, Secretary to the 

Prime Minister, Mr. Fakhruddin Ahmed, Acting Foreign Secretary, Mr. 

Asafuddullah, Acting Secretary, Water Resources Division and other senior 

officials. On the Indian side were Sardar Swaran Singh, Minister of External 

Affairs, Prof. D.P Chattopadhyaya, Minister of Commerce, Shri K.C. Pant, 

Minister in the Ministry of Irrigation and Power, Shri Surenderpal Singh, Minister 

of State, External Affairs, Prof. S. Chakravarti, Member, Planning Commission 

Shri S.Dutt, High Commissioner for India in Bangladesh, Shri Kewal Singh, 

Foreign Secretary, Shri P.N. Dhar, Secretary to the Prime Minister, Shri Y.T. 

Shah, Commerce Secretary, Shri R.V. Subramaniam, Secretary, Ministry of 

Irrigation and Power, Shri BK. Sanyal, Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs 

and other senior officials. 

10. 
The two Prime Ministers had detailed discussions on 11w situation in the sub-continent and on international developments. The Prime Minister of Bangladesh paid high tribute to the personal contribution of Shrimati Indira Gandhi to the liberation struggle of Bangladesh and her outstanding leadership in the promotion of durable peace and harmonious relations in the sub-continent. The Prime Minister of India stated that but for the high statesmanship and magnanimity shown by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman it would not have been possible to arrive at the Delhi Agreement of August, 1973 and the recent tripartite agreement between Bangladesh, India and Pakistan.

11.
The Prime Minister of Ranlai1esh and the Prime Minister of India reviewed the prospects for normalisation in the sub-continent following the singing of the 
Tripartite Agreement of April 9, 1974. They agreed that the spirit of mutual accommodation and the reconciliation shown by the Governments of the three countries, which had led to the successful conclusion of this Agreement, should not be allowed to be dissipated and the improved prospect for establishing durable peace in the sub-continent should be further strengthened by concrete action. They expressed the hope that the three countries of the Sub-continent would 
discuss and work out mutually beneficial agreements which can lead to 
substantive normalization in all fields, particularly in the fields of tele-communications, civil aviation, travel, trade and economic 
cooperation. For this purpose they reiterated their faith in the method of settling 
all differences by peaceful means through bilateral discussions. 

12. 
In the course of their talks, the Prime Ministers expressed deep satisfaction at the 
growing ties of cooperation between their two countries based upon mutual 
respect, sovereignty, equality and non-interference in each other’s internal affairs.

13. 
The Prime Ministers were glad to note that substantial progress had been made in 
all spheres of Indo-Bangladesh relations. They re-affirmed their resolve to further consolidate and expand this cooperation, thus fulfilling the deeply felt aspirations 
of the peoples of the two countries. 

14.
They expressed the hope that this would promote cooperation in the region as  
a whole. The two prime ministers reviewed the commercial relations and 
economic and technical cooperation between the two countries and took the following decisions: 

(a) 
In recognition of the vital importance of jute in the economies of the two 
countries and the need for closer cooperation between them in the field of production, trade, technical development, manufacture and promotion of this 
sector, a Joint Commission at the level of Ministers will be set up. 

(b) 
Noting that, despite measures taken in the past to eliminate contravention of customs and currency regulations of the two countries, unauthorized transactions still continue, a high powered Joint Committee will be set up at Ministers’ level to take further immediate measures to effectively control illegal transactions. The 
committee will ensure coordinated and intensified measures against such 
transactions and especially against all those engaged in financing and organizing such activities. 

(c) 
With regard to the current Balanced Trade and Payments Arrangement, the two Governments will step up exports to ensure the fulfilment of 
targets. 
(d) 
As a further step towards greater economic cooperation between the two 
counties, the two governments will establish the following four industrial projects  based on the supply of raw materials and products from one country to the other and a guaranteed off-take of the exportable surplus of these projects on mutually acceptable terms and conditions:

(i) 
A Cement Plant at Chatak in Bangladesh based on limestone from 
Meghalaya in India.


(ii) 
A Clinker Plant in Meghalaya for supplying Clinker to Bangladesh. 


(iii) 
A Fertiliser Plant in Bangladesh for the supply of urea to India. 


(iv) 
A Sponge Iron Plant in Bangladesh based on the supply of iron 


ore from India. 

India will extend credits to Bangladesh on mutually acceptable terms and 
conditions to finance the procurement of equipment, goods and services as may 
be available from India for these projects. The modalities of implementing the aforementioned decisions will be worked out immediately by the officials of the two Governments and a programme of action submitted to their respective 
Governments. 



Other areas of Industrial Cooperation might be examined by the two 
Governments with a view to identifying further specific projects.
15. 
The Prime Minister of Bangladesh noted with satisfaction that during the financial year 1974-75, As. 38 crores of credits would be available from India to Bangladesh. Of this, As. 5 crores would be on a Government-to-Government basis for the New Chatak Cement Plant and a similar credit of Rs. 10 crores for the purchase of commodities by Bangladesh from India. The rest of the credit of Rs 23 crores would be provided by the Industrial Development Bank of India. 

16. 
Agreement was reached between the two Governments to carry out a joint survey 
for the provision of a rail link from Akhaura/Singarbil to Agartala to 
facilitate the movement of cross traffic from Calcutta to Agartala via Chandpur/ Akhaura and vice versa. 

17. 
The two Prime Ministers took note of the fact that the Farakka Barrage Project 
would be commissioned before the end of 1974. They recognised that during 
the periods of minimum flow in the Ganga, there might not be enough water to 
meet the needs of the Calcutta Port and the full requirements of Bangladesh and therefore, the fair weather flow of the Ganga in the lean months would have to be augmented to meet the requirements of the two countries. It was agreed that the problems should be approached with understanding so that the interests of both 
the countries are reconciled and the difficulties removed in a spirit of friendship 
and cooperation. It was, accordingly, decided that the best means of such 
augmentation through optimum utilisation of the water resources of the region 
available to the two countries should be studied by the Joint Rivers Commission. 
The Commission should make suitable recommendations to meet the 
requirements of both the countries.

18. 
It was recognised that it would take some years to give effect to the recommendations of the Commission as accepted by the two Governments. In the 
meantime, the two sides expressed their determination that before the Farakka 
Project is commissioned they would arrive at a mutually acceptable allocation of 
the water available during the periods of minimum flow in the Ganga. 

19. 
The discussions of the two Prime Ministers have led to an agreement on the demarcation of the remaining portion of the Indo-Bangladesh border. They expressed their gratification that they were able, thus, to resolve issues that had eluded solution for a whole generation. 

20. 
Reviewing the international situation, the two Prime Ministers re-affirmed that the policy of Non-alignment to which both countries were deeply committed 
constituted a positive force in the strengthening of national sovereignty, 
independence and the attainment of peace, stability and a just international economic order, in accordance with the aspirations of peoples the world over. In 
this context they reiterated their determination to cooperate with each other in making the maximum contribution to the implementation of the decisions of the Fourth Summit Conference of the Non-aligned Nations held in Algiers. 

21. 
The Prime Ministers expressed high appreciation of the work of the Bureau of the Non-aligned countries in its recent conference as well as of the Special Session of the General Assembly convened at the instance of President Boumedienne of Algeria. 
22. 
The two Prime Ministers expressed complete agreement on the desirability of ensuring the sovereignty of countries over their natural resources and an equitable 
return to the producers of raw material and primary products. They welcomed the Special Programme adopted at the recently concluded Special Session of the UN General Assembly to give unmediated and long-term relief to the developing 
countries most seriously affected and expressed the hope that this Programme would be implemented expeditiously. 

23. 
The two Prime Ministers reaffirmed their conviction that a lasting settlement of the West Asia crisis could only be achieved on the basis of complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from all occupied Arab territories and the restoration of the 
legitimate rights of the people of Palestine. 

24. 
They also reaffirmed their support to the right of the Vietnamese people to decide 
their own future without outside interference. 

25. 
The two Prime Ministers expressed their support for the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America in their struggle against colonialism, racial discrimination and the policy of apartheid.

26. 
Concerning recent developments in the extension of military and naval facilities 
in the Island to Diego Garcia, the two Prime Ministers considered that the aggravation of big power rivalries in the Indian Ocean runs counter to the concept of the area as a zone of peace and disregards the just aspirations of the littoral States. They expressed the hope that the big powers would respect the resolutions of the UN General Assembly on the subject and the wishes of the littoral States. 

27. 
The Bangladesh Prime Minister expressed his warm thanks for the cordial and 
friendly reception accorded to him and his delegation and for the 

demonstration of abiding friendship by the people of India for the people of 
Bangladesh. He thanked the Prime Minister of India for the warm hospitality 

extended to the Bangladesh delegation and for the excellence of the 

arrangements for the visit. 

28. 
The two sides expressed their confidence that the visit of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman had made a significant contribution to the growth of 

friendship and fruitful cooperation between India and Bangladesh and to the 

cause of durable peace in the sub-continent. 

29. 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman gave expression to the pleasure with which the Government and people of Bangladesh looked forward to the forthcoming visit of His Excellency Shri V.V. Giri to Bangladesh. 

30. 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman conveyed an invitation to Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, to visit Bangladesh which was accepted 

with pleasure.

