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High Commissioner’s Lecture at Bangladesh NDC 

  

CONTEMPORARY INDIA:  

ITS FOREIGN POLICY, SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT 

STRATEGY 

 

Commandant, National Defence College, Bangladesh, Lt General 

Md. Akbar Hossain 

 

Senior Directing Staff, Members of Staff and Faculty; 

 

Distinguished Officers of the Bangladesh Military and Civil 

Services 

 

Foreign Students at NDC; 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen;  

 

Namaskar, Salam Aleikum and Shubho Sakal: 

 

1. I am pleased and honoured to be here today at the National 

Defence College of Bangladesh. This is my first opportunity to 

address the participants of the National Defence Course from the 

Bangladesh Armed Forces and the Civil Service. I wish to convey 

my thanks to the NDC Commandant, Lt Gen Hossain, for inviting 

me to share my thoughts and interact with you all. 

 

2. The theme for today’s address is ‘Contemporary India: Its 

Foreign Policy, Security and Development Strategy’. Let me begin 

by first laying out the key focuses of India’s Foreign policy. I will 

then talk about how the Foreign Policy is inextricably linked with 

India's Security & Development Strategy. I will conclude with an 

overview of the current state of India-Bangladesh relationship, 

which has a preeminent place in our foreign policy. 
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3. India’s foreign and security policy imperatives are shaped by 

the desire for sustained and inclusive economic growth. This 

depends on our realizing at least four important goals: 

 

(i) to protect India from traditional and non-traditional 

threats;  

(ii) to create an external environment which is conducive for 

an inclusive development of India so that the benefits of 

growth can reach the poorest of the poor in the country;  

(iii) to ensure that India’s voice is heard on global forums and 

that India is able to shape world opinion on issues of 

global dimensions such as international terrorism, 

climate change, disarmament, reforms of institutions of 

global governance, multilateral trade negotiations, 

internet governance & cyber security, and so on, and  

(iv) to engage and support the Indian Diaspora. 

 

4. In the last about a decade or so, our foreign policy has 

become more proactive and has acquired a renewed energy, 

vigour, and planning in the way India engages with the rest of the 

world.  Significant evolution has taken place in India’s world view 

as well as the way we go about pursuing our foreign policy 

interests.  Today, India has transformed itself into an important 

player in the global order that is willing and is able to define the 

priorities of the international system. We are aware that the 

purposeful pursuit of national interest in the shifting global 

dynamics of today may not be easy but it has to be done.  

 

5. India’s large population, its large economy which now ranks 

as the 5th largest in the world, and its high economic growth – we 

are projected to be the fastest growing major economy in the 

world this year – all these factors make India today a country 

which is more confident than ever before in its quest for global 

prominence. In a speech delivered at the ASEAN Business and 
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Investment Summit in Kuala Lumpur in November 2015, Prime 

Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi had conveyed an 

assuredness about India’s moment, when he said: “Now, it is 

India’s turn. And we know that our time has come”.   

 

6. India is today a consequential global actor. But India also 

fully recognizes that power comes with responsibilities. And this 

is manifest in India’s growing role as a major contributor in the 

efforts to address some of the most pressing global challenges – 

whether it is the challenge of climate change or global pandemic 

or international terrorism.    

 

7. Prime Minister Modi in his keynote address at the Shangri-

La dialogue in 2018 outlined five basic principles on which 

India’s engagement with the world will be based. These are five Ss 

in Hindi: Samman (respect); Samvad (dialogue); Sahyog 

(cooperation); Shanti (peace); and Samriddhi (prosperity). As 

Prime Minister Modi articulated then, our focus will be on four 

key areas:  

 

i. promoting a democratic and rules-based international 

order;  

ii. working with others to keep our seas, space and 

airways free and open, to keep our nations secure from 

terrorism and our cyber space free from disruption and 

conflict;  

iii. keeping our economy open and our engagement 

transparent; and  

iv. seeking a sustainable future for our planet. 

 

8. India is aware of its growing role on the global stage and 

understands that the choices it makes to meet its developmental 

aspirations have great significance for the region and the world. 

India’s willingness to shoulder important responsibilities for the 
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global good and its quest for shared peace, development and 

prosperity are embodied in its philosophy of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam, which is an expression in Sanskrit, meaning the 

whole world is one family. To us, as our External Affairs Minister 

Dr. Jaishankar recently articulated, it means both that the world 

is important to us and also that we are important to the world. 

This belief is manifest in many of our actions as first responders 

– whether it is our delivery of vaccines and medicines to over 150 

countries during the peak of COVID-19 pandemic, or our 

humanitarian assistance during disasters in widespread 

geographies – such as the earthquake in Nepal, the civil war in 

Yemen, the cyclone in Mozambique, the typhoon in Fiji, the 

mudslide in Sri Lanka and so on. This is also visible when India 

takes the lead in taking the Paris Accord forward through global 

initiatives such as the International Solar Alliance.  

 

9. Another key aspect of our foreign policy in the emerging 

regional and global context is our ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy – 

focused on a region with which we share crucial geographical, 

historical and cultural ties. As I said earlier, Bangladesh has a 

preeminent place in this construct of Neighbourhood First. As 

our former External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj said in 

2017 during her visit to Bangladesh – “Padosi pehle, aur padosi 

mein Bangladesh sabse pehle”, meaning, for us Neighbourhood is 

First, but even among neighbours, Bangladesh is first. 

 

10.  The goals of our “Neighbourhood First” policy are closely 

linked with the goals and aspirations of our neighbouring 

countries. One can see this primacy our neighbourhood gets in 

our foreign policy in a number of recent developments – such as 

our historic boundary agreement with Bangladesh; India’s 

emergency relief and long-term reconstruction post the 

earthquake in Nepal; India’s continued support to the quest of 

the people of Sri Lanka for stability and economic recovery; 
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consolidation of our traditionally close and mutually beneficial 

relationship with Bhutan; and our sustained commitment and 

support to the people of Afghanistan through supply of medical 

and food assistance, to name a few.  

 

11. In addition, India has outlined a comprehensive vision for 

the Indian Ocean region – called “Security and Growth for All in 

the Region” or SAGAR, an acronym which in Hindi means 

“ocean”. SAGAR is an example of Indian foreign policy’s 

orientation for regional security and prosperity. The vision of 

SAGAR promises to use growing Indian capacities to address 

shared threats like piracy, smuggling, environmental degradation 

and natural disasters in the Indian Ocean. 

 

12. Perhaps the most significant trend in Indian foreign policy 

has been the realignment of our diplomatic efforts to meet India’s 

developmental aspirations. Over recent years, India’s 

international outreach has been purposefully oriented to create 

the enabling environment for domestic growth, including by 

working towards a regional security environment that allows us 

to focus on our economic goals. It also includes attracting foreign 

investment and technologies to meet the requirements of 

infrastructure, investment, transport, energy, etc.    

 

13. An unprecedented outreach to our international partners 

has contributed to an increase in investments, access to new 

technology, securing resources for India, development of modern 

infrastructure and bringing foreign expertise for our flagship 

schemes. ‘Diplomacy for Development’ has thus become one of 

the defining features of India’s foreign policy.  Our trade 

diplomacy has also been geared towards creating conducive 

grounds to serve India’s unique emphasis on balance between 

trade in both goods and services, and our interest in securing 

mobility of skilled personnel which is crucial for our IT industry.  
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14. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has envisioned an Aatma 

Nirbhar Bhaarat or a “self-reliant India” – which is self-sustaining 

and resilient, not by isolating itself from the world, but by 

enhancing capacities at home so that India can more effectively 

contribute to the world. We believe that with its size, capacity 

and ambitions, India is poised to be a major factor in the post-

pandemic global economic revival.  

 

15. India has turned 75 as an independent nation. At 75, we 

believe that India today is at the cusp of making monumental 

forward strides. This transformation to a ‘New India’ is not just 

about economic growth. It also entails good governance, people’s 

participation and empowerment – particularly through the use of 

technology, and an inclusive and sustainable development model 

that brings benefits for all, not just a few, achieving harmony 

between growth and the environment. 

 

16. To achieve inclusive growth, several new initiatives have 

been launched in the last few years. Financial inclusion is one 

such important initiative which has brought more than 470 

million (47 crore) beneficiaries in 8 years of its implementation 

with nearly 1.8 billion (180 crore) rupees in their accounts. To 

provide housing for all, nearly 270 million (27 crore) new houses 

have been built in both rural and urban areas for poor. We have 

the world’s largest healthcare program, the Ayushman Bharat, 

which aims to provide free access to health insurance coverage 

for low-income earners in the country. India today is determined 

in its drive towards a digital economy and cashless society. We 

have the highest number of digital transactions in the world at 48 

billion. Many of these developmental platforms are also becoming 

areas of interest for many developing countries, which are keen 

to share our experiences.  
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17. Our foreign policy is equally oriented to serve our shared 

regional prosperity through an enhanced focus on connectivity. 

Our connectivity-related cooperation with Bangladesh is an 

important example of this. India is committed to taking regional 

cooperation forward through several connectivity initiatives, such 

as the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) and Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC). We attach high importance to BIMSTEC as it touches 

upon two major aspects of our foreign policy – the 

‘Neighbourhood First’ and the ‘Act East Policy’.  

 

18. A further evolution of India’s ‘Act East policy’ is the Indo-

Pacific Vision, which was enunciated by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi at the Shangri-La Dialogue in 2018. The Indo Pacific region 

is a seamless space, home to nearly 65% of the world’s 

population and contributing to nearly 60% of the global GDP. 

Nearly half of the world’s trade happens through the maritime 

trade routes of this region. As the largest economy in the Indian 

Ocean and as a country significantly integrated with the Pacific 

Ocean through trade, India has a natural interest in the peace, 

stability and development of the Indo-Pacific region. India 

envisages a free, open, inclusive, peaceful and prosperous Indo 

Pacific region, one which is built on a rules-based international 

order, freedom of navigation and over-flight, unimpeded lawful 

commerce, peaceful resolution of disputes, and most importantly, 

the respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of nations. 

ASEAN centrality is an important part of our Indo Pacific Vision. 

Our Indo-Pacific Vision is a positive construct of development 

and connectivity, in which India can play a unique role by virtue 

of its geographical location and economic strength.  In some 

sense, this vision has an economic primacy with emphasis on 

collective prosperity through collaboration and connectivity. Of 

course, in this economic emphasis, collaborative efforts to ensure 

rules-based order and security are equally vital.   
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19. To translate this vision of collaboration into practical action, 

at the East Asia Summit in 2019, Prime Minister Modi further 

articulated our Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI), which 

provides a detailed template for partnership-based cooperation 

across seven verticals – maritime security; maritime ecology; 

maritime resources; capacity building & resource sharing; 

disaster risk reduction and management; science, technology and 

academic cooperation; and trade connectivity & transport. 

 

20. To give shape to India’s vision of Indo-Pacific, we have 

actually moved on many fronts. Quad is one such platform – a 

plurilateral platform based on convergence of values and 

interests, which is geared towards practical cooperation to 

address contemporary challenges and harness collaborative 

opportunities that exist in the Indo-Pacific. The Quad focuses on 

various practical activities ranging from vaccine development, 

climate action, infrastructure development, connectivity, 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, cyber security to 

education, health and even space cooperation.  

 

21. India also continues its policy of sharing its developmental 

experience with other developing countries. It may not be well 

known, but India has extended development assistance worth 

over US$ 30 billion in the form of concessional Lines of Credit 

(LOCs) under the Indian Development and Economic Assistance 

Scheme (IDEAS) to more than 65 countries. Bangladesh is our 

biggest development partner with nearly US$ 8 billion of 

committed development projects. Beyond our neighbours, we 

have extended Lines of credit worth US$ 10 billion for 

development projects in Africa. Human capital development in 

the form of scholarships and training programmes is a big part of 

India’s development partnership. 
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22. As mentioned before, India has been a proactive and 

constructive contributor to shaping of the global agenda and 

debate on issues of common interest such as terrorism, climate 

change, nuclear proliferation and global governance reform. Just 

few days ago, India hosted the UN Security Council Counter 

Terrorism Committee meeting in Mumbai wherein the prime 

focus was on “new and emerging technologies” to counter 

terrorism. Bangladesh has also faced some serious challenges 

from terrorism and is an invaluable partner in our fight against 

terrorism. India fully supports Bangladesh’s policy of ‘zero-

tolerance’ towards terrorism and stands with Bangladesh on this 

issue. We have also strongly pushed for fighting the menace of 

black money globally. In recognition of India’s impeccable non-

proliferation record, India has also gained entry into three key 

global export control regimes – Missile Technology Control 

Regime, Wassenaar Agreement and Australia Group. 

 

23. We are also committed to the ethos of environmental 

protection and conservation and are signatories to the Paris 

Agreement on Climate Change. In spite of the enormous task of 

eradicating poverty and ensuring food security, housing and 

electricity to all, India is pursuing mitigation efforts that deliver 

early benefits while reducing Greenhouse gases emissions. 

‘Climate Action Tracker’– an assessment done in the online G20 

summit in Nov 2020, termed India’s climate action NDC target as 

2OC compatible, indicating that India’s climate commitment for 

2030 is regarded as a fair share of global effort based on its 

responsibility and capability. No G20 country received a more 

favourable rating. Prime Minister Modi outlined five ambitious 

new climate targets for India at COP 26 at Glasgow in 2021 – 

500GW of non fossil energy by 2030, meeting 50% of India’s 

energy needs through renewable energy by 2030, reduction in 

India’s carbon emissions by 1 billion tonnes from 2021 till 2030, 



10 
 

reduction of carbon intensity of the Indian economy by 45% by 

2030, and reaching net Zero carbon emission by 2070. 

 

24. India has the World’s largest Renewable Energy Expansion 

Programme with nearly 175 GW of energy coming from renewable 

sources. In last nearly eight years, the solar capacity has 

increased from 2.6 GW to more than 46 GW and the installed 

renewable energy capacity has increased by 286%. Today, India 

has the 4th largest overall installed renewable energy capacity.  

 

25. Last month, our Prime Minister launched the LIFE 

movement which stands for Lifestyle for the Environment. It is an 

India led global movement which aims to ensure individual and 

collective action to protect and preserve the environment. India’s 

three global initiatives – the ‘International Solar Alliance’ 

launched in 2015 jointly with France, the Coalition for Disaster 

Resilient Infrastructure jointly with UK, and the “One Sun, One 

World, One Grid” initiative, again with UK and the World Bank – 

are illustrative of India’s willingness to lead global climate action.  

 

26. India’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic also showcased 

how our foreign policy has evolved for global good even while 

serving our national priorities. We did not let the pandemic come 

in the way of our diplomatic engagements. In line with Prime 

Minister’s vision of placing humanity at the centre of global 

prosperity and cooperation, India, in the midst of the pandemic 

went out of its way to be a net provider of health security. Under 

our “Vaccine Maitri” initiative, as of date, India has exported more 

than 270 million (27 crore) units of Made-in-India vaccines to 

more than 100 countries, including Bangladesh. We have also 

spoken up for a more equitable global order and a reformed 

multilateralism that helps us to deal with global challenges like 

COVID-19 pandemic more effectively. 
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27. India’s forthcoming Presidency of G-20, beginning next 

month, is coming up at a time when the global socio-economic 

recovery is struggling to emerge from the shadows of the COVID-

19 pandemic and coping with the fallouts of the war in Ukraine. 

But India is looking forward to take on this responsibility. The G-

20 Presidency is an important recognition of both our capabilities 

to set the agenda and lead the global efforts for collective well-

being during these difficult times, as well as the trust of the 

international community in our leadership on some of the 

pressing global challenges. We are delighted that at our 

invitation, Bangladesh will be joining these deliberations as a 

Guest Country.    

  

28. Lastly, let me touch upon some of the key elements through 

which the contours of India’s foreign policy find direct reflection 

in our relations with Bangladesh, which is one of our most 

special relations. I would divide this into six broad features of our 

engagement: 

 

I.  Strategic Priority: We have amicably resolved both our 

maritime and land boundaries. This is no mean achievement 

when we recognize that this required the actual exchange of 

enclaves of land. In other words, both sides spent political capital 

to make these arrangements possible.   

 

II.  Strategic Trust: We have built a framework for strategic 

trust by concluding and operationalizing a number of security 

agreements (Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters; 

Transfer of Sentenced Prisoners, Combating International 

Terrorism, Organized Crime and Illicit drug trafficking, MoUs on 

Prevention of Circulation of Fake Currency Notes and Prevention 

of Human Trafficking and Extradition Treaty). These have 

ensured that as neighbours, we can manage the complexities of 

human frailty while ensuring national security for both sides. 
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III. System-wide Cooperation: In an all-of-Government approach, 

we have concluded nearly 120 MoUs and Agreements in the last 

seven years, with mechanisms being set up for cooperation in 

almost every area of activity, ranging from security to policing; 

technology like space to trade management mechanisms like 

customs. 

 

IV. People-centric Policies: The increase in trust and cooperation 

has facilitated a significant easing of restrictions on trade, 

connectivity and people to people contact. Multimodal 

transportation links – such as coastal shipping, inland 

waterways, road, rail and air – are supported through a complex 

web of mechanisms and infrastructure including two Integrated 

Check Posts with another seven under upgradation and 26 

functional Land Customs Stations along the border. There is also 

in place a significant effort to facilitate travel, with Bangladesh 

today being the host of our biggest visa operation in the world. 

We facilitated nearly 1.6 million (16 lakh) visas in 2019. During 

Covid times, we were processing nearly 300,000 visas every year 

which included about 230,000 medical visas. After the opening 

up of borders late last year, we have delivered nearly 825,000 

visas from January till September this year. 

 

V. Mutuality of Benefit: Our trade and investment ties with 

Bangladesh are growing. Today, Bangladesh is our largest trade 

partner in the region. Contrary to the impression that the trade 

relationship is structurally flawed, India offers duty free, quota 

free access for Bangladesh to India’s market for all except three 

types of goods – liquor, arms and tobacco products. And while it 

is true that the trade is skewed in our favour, a very large 

amount of India’s exports constitute inputs upon which 

considerable value is added to earn a large share of Bangladesh’s 

export income. Indeed, today India is Bangladesh’s largest export 
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destination in Asia, averaging over US$ 1 bn a year in the past 

four years and has touched the US$ 2 bn mark in FY 2021-22. 

And we are keen to make progress towards a Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), which will safeguard 

Bangladesh’s trade opportunities in the Indian market beyond 

Bangladesh’s graduation from LDC status. 

 

Another growing sector of our partnership is investment. 

Indian investment proposals registered with the Bangladesh 

Investment Development Authority exceeds US$ 3.5 billion. In 

addition, more than US$ 10 billion of Indian investment in power 

& energy, logistics, education, IT and medical sectors is in the 

pipeline. The upcoming Indian Economic Zones in Mongla and 

Mirsarai will further facilitate Indian investment in Bangladesh. 

 

VI:  Development Partnership: Our development cooperation 

with Bangladesh is being effected through nearly US$ 7.86 bn in 

highly concessional Lines of Credit – which does not include 

other concessional credit lines, worth another US$ 1.6 bn 

approximately. It is noteworthy that out of a total commitment of 

over US$ 30 billion in credit lines extended to 65 countries, 

India’s largest development partnership is with Bangladesh. And 

these credit lines are extended at uniquely low costs and 

preferential terms, solely for Bangladesh. In addition, we are also 

undertaking grant projects in Bangladesh in diverse sectors like 

health, water, urban development, disaster management, etc. 

Another important aspect of our development cooperation with 

Bangladesh is capacity building programmes for civil servants, 

judicial officers, police specialists, as well as scholarships for 

students in wide-ranging fields from engineering to the arts. We 

have also extended a Defence Line of Credit worth US$ 500 

million to Bangladesh  
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29. Friends, to conclude, I would reiterate that India and 

Bangladesh share a very special relationship: a shared history, 

culture, family and even a unique privilege in having fought 

shoulder to shoulder in the liberation of the people from mass 

atrocities. 

 

30. As nations whose destinies are as inter-linked as our 

geographies and historical roots, we are today at the cusp of 

realizing the promise of a ‘Sonali Adhyay’ or a ‘Golden Era’ in our 

ties. 

 

31. And so, as you graduate from this course in the next few 

days, and proceed to occupy important positions, and contribute 

to the evolution of Bangladesh’s foreign and security policies, I 

am confident that many of you will be architects of future 

chapters of our ‘Sonali Adhyay’. 

 

32. I once again thank the Commandant and the NDC for giving 

me this opportunity to present my thoughts to this distinguished 

audience.  

 

33. Thank you very much! 

*** 

6 November 2022 


